
Oyster Health in Nova 
Scotia

Scotian Pride Conference 

January 26, 2011

The Marriott Harbourside Hotel

Halifax, Nova Scotia
Cusack, RR, G. Spearman, A. Bagnall, C. Huntington, N. Gagne



Contents

ÅDistribution of MSX

ÅDistribution 
Malpeque Disease

ÅStudying the cause of 
Malpeque Disease

ÅQuestions/Discussion



MSX

ÅMultinucleated Sphere Unknown
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MSX

Rate of mortality at study site = 64%
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Malpeque Disease

ÅFirst reported in PEIôs Malpeque Bay in 
1915

ÅLosses of up to 90% reported

ÅSpread through-out the Island between 1915-
1937

ÅSpread to N.B. in 1955 and was in most areas 
and into N.S. by 1960



Malpeque Disease

ÅAffected populations rebounded over a 20 
year period

ÅMalpeque tolerant oysters were transferred to 
areas in N.S. and N.B. In some cases this 
reduced the populations recovery time by up 
to 10 years
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