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Context
• Provincial Oceans Network

– 15 departments and agencies

• Coastal Management Framework
– Outlines commitment and approach to 

coastal management
– Defines what we’re focusing on, and 

how we’ll do it

• Priority coastal issues
– Focuses efforts on complex, cross-

cutting issues

• Strategic Activities
– Critical first steps
– Coordinate and accelerate

Provincial Oceans Network

•Aboriginal Affairs
•Agriculture
•Economic and Rural Development
•Emergency Management
•Energy
•Environment
•Finance
•Fisheries and Aquaculture
•GeoNOVA
•Intergovernmental Affairs
•Natural Resources
•Policy and Priorities
•Service NS and Municipal Relations
•Tourism, Culture and Heritage
•Transportation and Infrastructure 
Renewal 

Priority Coastal Issues

•Coastal Development
•Public Coastal Access
•Working Waterfronts
•Coastal Water Quality
•Sea-level Rise and Storm Events
•Sensitive Coastal Ecosystems

Strategic Activities 2008-10

•MOU with federal government
•Coastal Research Network
•Web portal
•Public education & outreach
•Coordinate coastal mapping
•Sustainable Coastal      
Development Strategy



Key Steps in Developing 
the Coastal Strategy

1. Communicate baseline information

2. Gather opinions

3. Draft the Strategy



State of Nova Scotia’s Coast Report

Objectives
• Inform and engage
• Bring focus
• Baseline information
• Common platform 

for dialogue

Released December 9th



Methodology

• Drafted by multi-disciplinary team at CBCL Ltd.

• Input and review from PON

• Scope:  balance between general and specific

• Compilation and synthesis of existing information

• New analysis of existing data  



The Report focuses on 
five basic questions:

1. What are the priority issues?
2. What’s changing and what is the rate of change?
3. Why is the change happening?
4. Are the changes significant?
5. What is currently, or could be, the management 

response?



Report Contents
Overview of Nova Scotia’s Coast
• Natural, Social, Built, Regulatory

Priority Coastal Issues
• Coastal Development 
• Working Waterfronts
• Public Access
• Sea-level Rise and Storm Events
• Coastal Water Quality
• Coastal Ecosystems and Habitats

The Road Ahead



Fact Sheets

• Definition of the issue
• Facts and figures
• Current efforts
• Information gaps
• Ideas for future action



A few facts…

70% of population lives in coastal communities

46 primary watersheds, all which empty to the ocean

13 distinct coastal ecosystem types

80% of 2km-wide coastal strip 
classified as little or no development

13,300 km coastline

86% privately owned

1,500 km public
11% classified as intensely 
developed urban/industrial950 km2 closed to shellfish harvesting--

double the amount from 1985

247 Small Craft Harbours



www.gov.ns.ca/coast 
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